MUSSOLINI  AND  FASCISM
morning of the soth the occupation began and the red
flag was hoisted on the top of the lightning conductors.
The managers and engineers, together with their
families, were placed under guard, to serve as hostages.
The strikers then proceeded to organize defences, A
network of barbed wire was put up, trenches were dug
from which the royal troops could be fired on. Every
industry had its soviet, small-arms shops were looted,
and stocks of rifles and ammunition collected. It was
a fight to a finish.
The government made no move, or, if it did, it was
in the wrong direction, as at Genoa, for example, where
the military, on being attacked, fired on the crowd and
were punished for defending themselves.
The revolution triumphed, bringing in its train its
customary toll of suffering and bloodshed. The only
opposition it encountered was put up by the Fascists.
Not numerous enough to engage in pitched battles, they
had recourse to guerilla tactics, in the country districts
first of all, where they helped the peasants to resist the
exactions of the 'red tyrants3, and then in the larger
centres of population, where, with well-chosen propagan-
da, they spared no effort to stir up honest folk to action.
But propaganda was not their only weapon. Wherever
they saw a chance, they would follow it up with a well-
prepared and neatly planted blow. Their adversaries
realized that they were the most dangerous of their foes,
and it was against them that all their defensive measures
were directed. There was a ruthless hunting of Black-
shirts. From the end of 1920 onwards, not a week went
by but there was a clash between Fascists and Revolu-
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